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THE END.
Our Details of the Decisive

Contest of Sunday.

WHATGRANTHASACCOMPLISHED

The Destruction of
Lee's Army.

Twenty-five Thousand Rebels
Taken Prisoners.

Fifteen Thousand Rebels
Killed and Wounded.

One or Two Hundred Large
Guns Captured.

Twenty-eight Locomotives, Forty-four
Passenger Cars and One Hundredand 8ix Freight Cars

Found in Richmond#

THE PURSUIT OF THE ROUTED REBELS

KOBE PRISONERS TAKEN.

The Rebel Line of Retreat Strewn wiih Artillery,
Ammnnition, Wagons and Caisaom.

THE REBEL GENERAL A. P. HILL KILLED.

The Union Losses in the Campaign
Less Than Seven Thousand.

Another Herald Correspondent
Wounded.

The Capture of Lee'sHeadquarters.
OCCUPATION OF PETERSBURG

ITS ENORMOUS DEFENCES.

THE REBEL RAMS BLOWN UP.

iiAUS DBO.

THE OFFICIAL DESPATCHES.
iMMtarf ItesUa to Qstsral Dlx.

WAsniKoioif, April 4.11 A. H
Itatfer General Dix, Haw York .

The following pertloalars, dated at City Point, April 4,
14 eight o'clock A. M., give the latest latormaUon raeetred

from Richmond:.
General Weitsel telegraphs from Rtehmond that of

railroad etnen ne round tnero twenty eight locomotive*,
(brty-four paeMnger and baggage cars, and one hundred
Hi/' freight care.

At half put three o'clock thla morning General Grant,
them Sutherland atation, ten alios from Petersburg,
towaido Burkaevllle, telegraphs aa follow*.
General Sheridan picked up twelve hundred prisoners
May, and from three to flea hupdrod more have been

fathered by our troopa. The majority of the arms that
were left la the handa of Loo's army are now scattered

hetwien Richmond and where his troop* now are.

The country is also fuH of atraggkri The line of re

treat la marked with artillery, ammunition, burned or

barred wagons, caisson*, ambulances, he.
E. M STANTON, Secretary of War.

Macretary Stanton's Second Despatch.
WAR n*rART*iwT, 1

Warwisoton, I). C., April 4.11 P. M. j
Major General Jon* A. Dix, New York
The following telogram from (lenoral Grant baa Jnst

ran bed thla department. What hour to day It left him

dnea not api>*ar, but pmbably in ihe afternoon.
No details of the casualties bav» been received, but

(hey are expected her* lo.morrow.

The Ftalemenl that ofDctal information had been receivedof Genoral Custer being killed is not true Do
eras unharmed late this afternoon.

EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War.

Generitl Urast'i Deapntch.
Wnso* Statu,a, Vn., April 4, 1M4

on. E. M. Staktor, Secretary of War:. ^
The army Is pushing forward in the hope of overtaking

or dispersing the rem tinder of I,*:'* army.
Sheridan, with hia cavalry and the Fifth eorpe, la between

thla and the Appon attox, General Moatle, with the

f cond and Sixth, follov Ing. Genera) Ord ia following
ti e line of tho Rouihaide Railroad.

All of tho enemy that retain anything like organisation
have gone north of the Appomattox, and aro appa

really headmr for Lynchburg. Their losaea have been

[E NE
vary heavy. Houaae through the oountry are Marly all
need aahoepitaU for wounded man.

In every direction I bear of rebel aoldlen puahlng for

borne, aoma In Urge, noma la email aquada, and generally
without arms.

The cavalry have punned ao eloaely that the enemy
have been forced to deatroy probably the greater part of
their transportation, caiaaona and monltlona of war.

The number of prieonera captured yeaterday will exeeed
two thouaand.

From the 28th of March to the present time onr ion,
la killed, wounded and captured, will not, probably,
reach seven thousand, of whom from one thousand five
hundred to two thousand ware captured, and many but

slightly wounded.
J shall continue the pursuit aa long aa there appears

to be any use in it
V. a GRANT, Lieutenant General.

THE HERALD DE8PATCHE8.

TIB CAPTURE OP PRBimfle
Mr. Thomas M. Cook's Despatehi

Pbtsrsboro, Vs., April'8,1806.
Petersburg is ours. The three words tell the story.

With its fall the rebel capital falls. Volumes that may
be written will scarcely add to the Intensity of the Joy
that will fill the popular heart of the North at the an!nouncement. General Grant has added a new lustre to
his great fame aa a military chieftain. He has boarded
the lion In his den and conquered him. Lee's army has
received a more terrible thrashing than it ever met with
before, and is flying In scattered parts, a third of it being
now prisoners in our hands.

sunnskt or military operations.

Let me briefly summarize before proceeding to elaboratethe details of the brilliant combinations and movementsthat have resulted so gloriously.
THE BATTLES OF SDKOATTheoperations of yesterday cut the rcbef army on the

south of the Appomattox in twain. The elegant fighting
of the Ninth, Sixth and Twenty-fourth corps gained for
us an entrance into and possessson of the main rebel
works west of the Baxter road, leading Into Petersburg,
with their guns and an immense number of prisoners.
Still further to the left Sheridan was operating with his
grand column of cavalry, supported by the Fifth and a

portion of the Second corps. The operations nearer
Petersburg severed the rebel lines, leaving the forces
contending against Sheridan Isolated. The whole right
wing of Lee's army was thus cut off and In Imminent
danger of being captured bodily. Vigorous pushing
gained for us numbers of prisoners, but, for reasons set
forth in the despatches of your correspondents with that
part of the army, the main force managed to withdraw in
the diroction of the Upper Appomattox.

THE STAKTKDE.

Pressfcg our advantages on the right, we were rapidly
doubling the rebel lines up when night interposed, giving
them an opportunity of withdrawing, which they did,
leaving their gans, tents and works as they bad used and
occupiod them, excepting such as we had previously captured;and the road was left open for our advance into
the city, which was made at half-past four o'clock this
morning by Colonel Ralph Ely's Second brigade of BrevetKojor General Orlando B. Willcox's First division of
the Ninth corps, Major General Parke commanding. The
First Michigan sharpshooters are the undisputed claimantsof the honor of the first entry into the city.

TUB VICTORY.
At this Writing it is impossible to give anything like

accurate reports of the result of the success. Up to last
evening twelve thousand five hundred prisoners had
been reported at general headquarters. It is but a small
estimate to suppose that ten thousand were added to the
number during the night and this morning.making
twenty-Jive Oiouiand in aU. One hundred pieces of artillery,Including siege guns of all calibres, in the works
about the city, will be no mean item in the grand result
Small arms by the tens of thousands we hare. Immense
warehouses Oiled with all manner of army stores still remainunharmed in Petersburg. Battle flags, army
wagons, camp and garrison equipage, horses, mules, he,
beyond estimate are included in tho captures. The rebellionloses, also, by this slgnsl victory, the further
services of such men as General A. P. Hill and Colonel
Fegram, both killed in action, and a host of officers of
lesser note. The casualties among their officers has been
fearfully disproportionate to those among their men; an

indication, at least, of the rapidly increasing demoralisationof their army, requiring! unusual exposure by their
officers to keep them up to the fighting spirit.

cuaiurnw or Tint noBiuro.
The fighting that has won as this signal victory haa

been vastly different from that which has hitherto cha
MKtoeieoil iKa cneflUi. W.-a. *»

baa not been tjte steady, organized, determined, unyielding,deadly struggle of Choncellorsvllle, or Gettysburg,or the Wilderness The slain are not numbered by
scores of thousands. The hospitals are not overrun with
torn and bleeding patients. Many good men have fallen,
and the hospitals contain numbers of brave men

wounded; but not to exceed twelve or fifteen thousand,
If so many, havo been disabled. I toubt whether the
number will exceed ton thousand. Such, then, being
the general character and result of the glorious aflhtr,
doubtless the roader will bo Interested In reading the
story more ! detail.

onounom neaenuraLT nrou nrnanrac.
The operations up to Saturday night have already been

given in fail. Sunday morning's battle has been briefly
alluded to. The fUU operation* of that day am given by
the Hasunn's corps of oorreepondsnta.each from his
own standpoint. It was my fortune to he with the right
of our line, where the Ninth corps was posted in the
old works of tbs Army of the Potomac. The work assignedto this corps in the origins! plan of the movementwas simply to hold this line whils the rest of the
army moved out on the left to draw Lee out of hie works
or tarn his flank. The movement eucceedod In both
object*, and hence the magnitude of our victory.

tbs mm conn.
The line held by the Ninth corpe extended from the

Appomattox to the Wehlon Railroad, a distance of fully
Ave miles, confronted at all points by the strongest
works of the rebel*, mounted with their heaviest artillery.These are the opposing lines, the extending and
strengthening and perfecting of which have occupied the
two armies since early last summer. They are what an

officer yesterday aptly termed "the bloody linen" Betweenthem have been fought all the battles that have
occurred in front of Petersburg.

wrixox'a num.
The First division of the Ninth corps, under command

of Brevet Mnjor General Orlando R. Wilcox, held the
extreme right, baring as Its particular territory tbo line
from the Atinnmaltn* t/> Vnrt V.mnrv hict VHI nf Ihii

I (inter road, something over two miles in extent. To
this portion of the line I attached myself, and the im
portent iterations here offorted I will relate.

A DMONrniATIO*.
At midnight on Saturday fieneral Wlllrox received ordersto make a demonstration on his extreme right, in

order to draw as many of the rebels as possible In that
direction, and thus assist the attacks that hud be-n
planned for the following morning. The demonstration
was made with great earnestness at the seme time that
Adtnir.il Porter was hammering away with his gunboats
up the James river. All the artillery on that part of the
line was ordered into plsy, and the skirmish line in front
of Ely's brigade was advanced. The moon was yet shlaIngand the night was perfectly clear; so that the attack
was distinctly witnessed from the bluflh In the rear. The
men moved forward steadily, and soon the ehsrp volleys
of musketry Indicated their approach to the rebel lines;
the artillery on the heights hehlnd them fired more

briskly, the shells shrieking through the air over their
heads. Then tho rebel batteries opened, and a most infcraaldin was awakened to disturb the placid stillnciw
of the midnight. Amid the noise and amoke Sic skirmisherskept steadily on, meeting with xo llttlo opposl
Hon that they were enabled to cross the rebel lines, enter
the r works, capture prls mors In numb-r greater than
their own, and Anally nlvanrl into (Ac outikirU qf t ie

inert, whore they met a lining body of rebels coming out
to reinforce the (lortlon of the line that hod Just b on cap
tared. A brisk engagement wm fought hen, within the
limits of the city; but our unban vera

W YO
NEW TOfiK, WEDNESI

o small that ws wan compelled to withdraw, t;
and reluctantly foil hack to our own tinea Had tho h
troops boon at hand to reinforce this movement, lastsad <3
of being simply a dsmonstration it could easily bars been p
turned Into an actual attack, sad would hare given as a

thon tho whole left of the rebel line of works and out b
them off from Petersburg entirely. General Willoox was °

very anxious to so change the character of the aShlr; but d
at the critlaal moment he received nnlm to Mtnk et the T
earliest dawn of morning on bla left, ao that he could do o

nothing more at this time. The success of this demon- r
stration gave rlae to the report, which was seat away yes- W
terday morning, that we had possession of Petersburg. >

In the movement we lost a few men only, among them
Lieutenant Colonel Nichols, of the First Michigan sharpshooters,seriously wounded. One effect of the movement
was most excellent Lee had mobilized so large a por- 1<
Uon of his army against Sheridan that there was saerely
a picket line left here. The demonstration compelled h
him to recall some of the troops that had boon sent else- *

where, in order that he should not be flanked here. *

AH BAHHHBT ATTACK. *

So soon as this affair was over Willcox began massing
his flow available men for the appointed attack on the
left. This was to be a combined and determined attack *

on the rebel front so fltr as our troops, properly formed,
could attaok. The object was twofold:.First, by a more
earnest demonstration to recall a greater portion of the '

rebels who were massed en their uxtrasns right; and
second, If possible, to force their lines. \

ton MAHovm.
The pert of the attack assigned to General WtUoox «u

to carry Fort Mahone, one of the moat formidable worka 0

on the rebel lines, situated at the point where their line ®
crosses the Jerusalem plank road and directly la front of
Fort Emory, where the left of Willoox'e division rested.
For this purpose the first brigade, Colonel Samuel Harriman,of the Thirty-seventh Wisconsin, was brought *

around from the right or the line and put Into position,
supported by a brigade of Potter's division of the same

corps. While this was being done similar dispositions 0
were making further to the left, and a system of cannon f
signals had been agreed upon to fix the moment of start- |{
tng, that all hands might assault simultaneously.I

DAXXNKS8. a
At precisely four o'clock the signal gun was beard. It

was yet scarcely gray dawn and a considerable mist j
hnng over the fields, so that objects were quite indistinct
at a vary short distance and not visible at all a few hundredyards away. From this cause the preparations made j
had been wholly secreted from the enemy. The signal t
gun, breaking the stillness of the early morning, may Q
possibly have been an alarm of danger to them; but, us j,
they knew not whence to look, they doubtless simply 0
remained very quiet. ,

TUX iWUCLT. g
Colonel Harrlman advanced at once. A small detach- j

ment of his brigade was thrown out In advance as sklr- t

misbers, while the rest followed close after In line of j
battle with fixed bayonets. The men moved very quietly (
end In perfect order, though manifesting an eagerness of (

spirit that was an assurance of success. That they went j
to Btay was indicated by their being accompanied by a
detachment of one hundred men of the First Connecticut
neavy arwiery, prepared to turn ana wort upon we
rebels the guns that should be captured. They passed
out iuto the darkness and all was still. A painful season
of suspense followed. Presently a musket is heard,
then anothor, and soon a volley. They have reached the
rebel picket line. Now a hearty cheer Is heard, followed
by a roar of musketry. The cheering and the musketry
firing Is taken up and runs along to the left until it he
lost in the distance. The flash of the muskots disclose
the positions. Instantly the artillery of both sides Is st
work, snd two hundred guns belch forth their thunder
tones of anger. In the roer of the artillery all other
sounds are hushed or drowned. But the work Is done.
It was done quickly. A second cheer and a second volleyfrom our skirmishers, and the gallant Herrimac gave
the order, "Charge beyonetsl.doubUoquwk !.casual!"
and away the noble fellows went, over breastworks, rifle
pits, abbot1, ckevaux de/ritt, the parapet of the fort, intothe main work, and the deed is accomplished. For a
moment the thunderstruck rebels looked, snd thsn took
to flight. But our brave (fellows were too eloee after
them. They could not all escape. Two hundred and
flfty In that single work were sent back as prisoner*.Nine guns also were captured, which were

quickly trained In directions opposite to where they
had been facing snd set st work upon other annoyingrebel batteries. The glory of the first
entrance into the work is disputad by the Twenty-seventh
Michigan Volunteers snd the First Connecticut heavy ar-

tillery. The formor had their colors with them, which
were the first set upon the parapet, and hence they have
the proof of priority. i

ths nam soil uxm asvuim>. I
The importance of this gallant aohlcvment, and those 1

simultaneously made farther to the loft, cannot be over- t
estimated. It rent the whole line In two. It separated i

the right and left wings of their army. If evacuation i

had been determined upon by them, it cloeed the main
door of escape for their right wing. Moreover, it took
from them commanding positions of great importance
and a large amount of valuable artillery. It was not to
be supposed that they would yield points of such vital importanceto themselves without s further effort.

TBS BC8SL8 Amain TO aiTAKS THS FORT.

Scarcely were wo quiet in possession of the fort, when
the rebels, having reorganised their forces and ploke^ up
some reinforcements, came up with a determined effort
to retake It. They made a most desperate assault,
standing up manfully against terrific discharges
of grape and canister, snd withering vSlleyi
of musketry ; but It was all to no pur-
tiAth Wra harole lit film mfifiiann airwul tKele swmtstsl

bravely ud obstinately, while the artillery of all our
forte sent forth murderous assistance la rapid time. The
din of the first assault was fully revived. Pandemonium
would be a place of rest In comparison to the unceasing
roar of that artillery, the shrieking and bursting of so

many shells, the yells of the rebels, the rattle of the musketry,and the final cheering of our men as the rebel lines
wavered, broke and finally went back In disorder Four
times subsequently during the day did they attempt to
retake this position, but were each time sent hack In
disorder. It was In one of these assaults that the rebel
General A. P. Hill lost his life, while seeking in person to
lead bis men up to ths works. ]
tub sixth abo twbbtt-mobtb corps gaiwho ibb bbab ob

tbi rkrsls.

These successive attacks and repulses consumed the
entire day. Meantime, however, the Sixth and Twentyfourthcorps, having broken through the rebel Unas In
thrir front, were [swinging around to their rear and
coming down both upon their rear and flank.
It was evident then that Petersburg was lost to the rebel
lion. If they could not retake these works where our

lines were extended, how much leas their chance when
we were concentrating and bringing within reach a force
so vastly superior to any they could possibly muster.
The day was up with them, and tl.cy knew It; but now
their anxiety wait for night "Oh, for night or Blocher,''
they might well cry.

IBB S HKADQt ARTCRS CAPTURSD

The movements of the Sixth corps were so rapid after
breaking their lines that even Ocnoral lies could scarcely
koep his sacred pemou safe. As It waa bis headquarters
were overhauled and fell Into our banda It la reported
that they were destroyed.

ths svaitatiob or rrrxsranao abtkxpatrd.
At night General Wi lcox iesued orders to his troops to

be on the alert and watch closely the operations of the
rebels. It was flrmly expected that they would evacuate,
ana iiibs no pari 01 uiw idmjdhuu w mi wvm |«i away
without a parting word. <

RMDAV IT11IIT.

Throughout the early part of the night operation*
ware confined to akfrmlahlng, mora or lean heavy
at different hour*, along the entire Una. The atmoat
vigilance waa eaerclaed, and It wm confidently antlelpaledthat the rebel* woald take advantage of the dark
neae to get away. 1

A covrammr. I
i^oon after dark Oonernl Wlllro* wm aent for by Oeno

ral I'arke, and remained at corpa headquarter* until mid-
night, In conference with hie auperlor. I

twk RKnaia nauo* that* at amine;ht.I
At afewminuten poet twelve o'clock the rebel* ad i

vanced nnd medo a demouatratlon of attack on the con- <

treol our Unci. Mattering voliey* of muaketry arnwed t
the reaoi v ar who. overcome br the faU.uo* of the ore-

I
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ractod day nd night struggles, could not avoid sleepegwhenever moment's opportunity pweented itself,
luiekly the linos Wggo In readiness end everybody it his
cot. Then the driife incretaed. Soon the forts opened
rtth their heavy artillery. The Abel gone responded
rlekly. The darkness was Intense. A thick mist hung
or the country, mixed with the smoke of the past

ay's bottle, rendering It a night of horrid character,
hrough the thick darkness a bank of lnrid light hung
ver the city of Petersburg, betokening destruction and
nin In progress. And amid It all the unseen attack;
be roar of muAetry; the thunder of artillery; thecheerigand shouting of the soldiers; the groping about In
pprehenslon and fear.who can paint such soenes

iwifld.
But the attack waa of short duration. The brave fe|.
>wb tn the treaches knew IU Import. They appreciated,
lao, how soar they wara to a glorious victory, and how
mportant that they should stand their ground without
raverlng. And faithfully they performed their duty,
ending the rebels back bleeding, disheartened, dtsouraged.

VKULAXOS.
Than followed a season of anxloua stillness. Mot a
ound disturbed the quiet of that thick, black midnight,
re picket bring, aa signal guns, no attacks or tndlcolonsof attack a terrible, momentous, threatening
ulet, which only can be appreciated by those who hare
pent a night on a battle held. Orders were Issued to the
itckets to advance and keep close to the rebel tinea
fetch them closely; giro them no chance to run; when
bey start go after them; no matter for rest; sleep
omes after the victory. Vigilance was now all-lm*
orient.
An hour passed; everything remained quiet. At last,

Ired out with watohlog and exhausted, I threw myself
.own and In a moment was dreaming of a happy home
ad dear ones far away from battle fields and scenes of
>lood and carnage.

tm jouunss going.
But my dreams were of short duration. At three
'clock I was roused by a staff officer with a message
rom the General. Our skirmishers occupied the main
Ines of the rebel works, and orders wore Issued for an
mmedlate advanoe.
[ALV-FAST mass O'CLOCK, MONDAY, A. M..PSTSaHBt'RG.
At half-past throe hones were saddled, coffee swal
owed and away to Petersburg.

soon o'clock.FsnmsscRG octtpikd.
At four o'clock Colonel Ely reported his brigade In

'eteraburg. The First Michigan sharpshooters, leading
he skirmishers and preeslng hard upon the rear
>r the rebel forces, were the flint to enter the
ong fought for city. With cheers end shouts
if triumph they entered; but the fighting
res done. At every step they picked up rebels
inxious to surrender, but nowhere (ound any willing to
lght Petersburg was ours.won by hard fighting and
letermlned bravery. If there be any confederacy left
ts people may seek to give the Impression that they
ivacuated the city voluntarily. A more complete driving
>ut waa never accomplished. A victory more signal and
ndisputable has not been gained In this war.

a ulokioos corps.

The Ninth corps has made a reputation In this grand
luecees sufficient, had It never before achieved distino.ion,to place it among the moat gallant corps of the
United States army. Left alone to hold the old lines that
'ormerly bad besn garrisoned by the whole of the Army
if the Potomac, It not only held them securely, but adrancedagainst the main rebel lines, piercing them la
loveral places, capturing and holding several form and a

wore of guns, with a large number of prisoners, holding
iheir advantages and contributing to a very large extent
to the glorious achievement that has crowned the units<
efforts of the whole army.
mwans acoomplmhkd stm msr Dinsoit.

The first division alono, under General Wlllcox, In thel:
operations of yesterday, not only held the extended 11m
of two miles and over against all attacks, but thomaelva
attacked the strongest positions on the rebel llnee, cap
taring twe forte, nine guns, nearly n thousand prisoners
several flags, Ac., and all with a loss to themselves oi
but about two hundrsd men. And now they add to the!
record the capture of the rest of Urn rebel llnee, guns
tenia, prisoners Innumerable, and finally the city of Pa
Israborg. Glory enough for one division.

mmuwiumi
was In the field throughout the whole affair, aw> w .<

the operations of the division, as the result demonstrates
with groat Jndgment and ability. His men bave be
haved with n gallantry that Is seldom equalled. Wbstho
attacking or defending, they nlweya preoeated the e»m.

determined front never flinchlnv. however flereo thi

linger.
OOLOIWL HAftKIMAlV,

it the Flnt brigade, wu particularly noticeable tor hi
(allantry In the aaeaolt and defence of Fort Mahone
rhla aflalr exhibited great geniua and akftl, aa well a

callantry In the manner In which ft waa accomplished
md ahould win for the able officer that conducted it a
ipeedy promotion, whleh he well merlta

roar nan.
lite gone of Fort Cmory, In our line, d reetjy oppoetu

Fort Mahone, contributed very materially to the sue
eeae. Thla fort wae garrlaoned by Company M, of tlx
Flnt Connecticut henry artillery, Captain Faxen ootn
manding, and its battery of thlrty>poundcr Parrott'a wai
erred moet efficiently.

ctgoaLim
Among the casualties during the day ware the follow
f:.
Colonel O. M. Gowns, 48th Pennayfranln, killed.
tlreret Major General Potter, Second division, woundederlouaiy.
Lieutenant Colonel Nlcbola, let Michigan aharpaboot

... grriomlr
Crotala Kelly, 18th Wisconsin, atnously.
Captain Ballard, 88th Wisconsin, seriously.
Captain De lane, let Michigan sharpshooters, mortallyLieutenant Skeale, 81th Wisconsin, slightly.
Lieutenant Cetocei Arery, 8th Ohio, thigh.Lieutanant Monahan, flu Michigan, slightly.
Captela Richard Watte Ceaeral Hartranft s staff, bead

ran rou on ran tan.
1 weald mot barn the Impreeelon obtain from aaythlni

lhat I hare written abore that the other two dlrtslona ol
ihe Ninth eorpe hare lacked In gallantry or enthnstaatK
yvoperation is the great areata described. It la ruffl
Bleat for ma to write what I barn seen. Other cornea

pondente were aent to tho Usee, more to tho left, wb«
will doubtleea do Justice to the gallant men who than
performed equally heroic deeds
tiii rnninoATiom awn nruiicnmn awovt rrw

MM
My muU from Fort Amory Into the city of Petembori

me by the BuW road, and led directly acroea the fortl
Icallona of both arm Iea. A more difficult ride itwh nerei

my fortune to attempt.covered,way a, rifle piu, ekevauz
it-frit* breaatworka, breaatworka cAetatadt frite,
rifle pita and covered ways, ditchee that could
bo leaped, and dttchea wide and deep, parallel)
and croaa sections, abatia and antanglementa ol
avery deecrtpUon.the exliauation of englneerng
kill. An teatanfitment of digging, auch aa nevei

before waa aeaa, covered the greater part of the distance.
For a breadth of mora than a mile the country ia literally
all dug over. Every manner of earthwortk ban boon
thrown up by either army. Correction* of tho linen,
alteration*, changos and perfertlone have kept tho armloi
busy for a year. It la Impossible to doacrlbe thla vasl
network of Intreochmenta from the hasty glanca I bad In
lidlog through and over them, or to describe them In
mere words. The civilian cannot better understand thai
by ooneclvlng a vast ayatom of sunken road* anfllclent tc
manu-uvre armies of a hundred thousand nu n, withool
»t|)o*ing any abova the level of the ground. Thi* In on«
rnatore of these aitonhlv* worka, to which must be
added tbe blgh and strong breastworks, running In *lgza«
courses, with batteries and redoubts intervened; and
then the advance* picket linos, with tho various sunken
paths of communication; and behind all tho chain oi
itrong forts, with wide and deep ditches, fringed with
chtv »uz dt/ritf, the same |as In front of all the othoi
worka

iqrw truwisw nans* nrrrirn rirs

Had not the infantry preceded mo, and by clambering
ever and through these works broken down the nlopos,
and fll'«d In dltr.he* In places, it would have boon iitleily
Impossible for mo to (jot through on horseback. Aa it
wan tin" lank wnn not an easy ona, and tho appearance
pros ntod by tho rider most have heon somewhat o an

improvement on the oelebiatcd llluainulotis of the
r»:nou« John Ollpln'a noted ride A' tiuo - It n «|U red
|c ,> 'uto rl,n<ing to the aniiriura mane ;o a. il l sll| r.

it backward*, arid again tho cropper required to be
I roii< to prevent more rapid head ay loan i.1.0 horse
aaa malt in*. Now and Uian a vlv.or.ua si.urrliu mwM

,
'

ERAI
produce an unsurpassed leap that would clear a ditch Imps.able la any other way. And so by moat remarkable
AfiviiMMkHn* hnH nnMitAllM honumtnihtn mUhnnaW thh

dangers anoountered war* frightful, I succeeded in gettingaafely through the labarynth, and had the honor to
be the flint Yankee civilian to enter the city.

DE8TRCCTIOI OF LEX'S AMY.

Let me peace here for a little time while the vietorlouaArmy of the Potomac la marching into Peteraburg,
and deacribe the final diaperalon of Lee'a grand army,

nunroni of iu xmirr Diraarrxau mnasauao.
At the oommenoement of General Grant'a operatlona

on thia line five day* ago the rebels had a force at their
command defending Petersburg variously estimated at
from sixty to seventy-five thousand men. The defence
U1 tfwnuui| nun iuo uciwuvw wi mivuiuvuw. *« w»»

fell the other was oeruin to fall. Henoe every available
man waa brought to confront Grant

nuaonna cattumd.
Of this boasted army of veteran troops, the laat hope

of the rebellion, not leaa than twenty-flve thousand have
fallen Into our banda as prisoners of war. These have
been captured on the battle field as the fruit of severe

fighting. Twelve thousand and five hundred of them
had been delivered at City Point and disposed
of up to last evening. So rapidly were they
received that troops opuld not be spared to guard them

all, and Admiral Porter volunteered the servicer of his
sailors and marines for that duty; and the gallant tars of
the Monitors (the depth of water not permitting tbem to

get up to Richmond) thus found an opportunity of participatingIn the great final struggle of the war.

nut killsd AND WOUNDED.

I have no data upon which to base an estimate of the
casualties in the rebel ranks, hut on every hand they are

reported to bo very heavy. Ordinarily thirty-throe and
a third per cent Is a fair average of losses In a general
engagement of any magnitude. But lot it be supposed
that, because of the lack of spirit in the rebel ranks,
which caused thein to shrink from the fight and not
stand up so bravely as on former occasions, their losses
were small. Mako thein but twenty-five per cent That
gives from fifteen to eighteen thousand killed and
wounded.say fifteen thousand, which, added to the
twenty-flvo thousand captured, makes forty thousund,
more than half the entire army, at the maxiinnm csti.
mate of its strength, or three-fourths at the minimum
estimate.

wiinue ahe tin: rust? «

These estimates leave from fifteen to thirty thousand
men of the Petersburg robel army yet alivo and at large.
Add to this say ten thousand occupying the defences of
Richmond, making from twenty-flvo to forty thousand,
the sole survivors of the grand army of Northern Virginia.These are divided Into not less than four distinct
fugitive bonds, each seeking safety for itself alone, with
no settled purpoae or plan of junction, and no rest affordedthem by their unrelenting pursuers to form plans.

BOW Tint reiikin hot awat.

Sheridan's success at the Five Forks on 8atnrday cut
Lee's right wing off, slnco which tlmo it has not been
beard or. Doubtless It was then understood by them
that defeat meant abandonment of the Petersburg and
Richmond lines, and rightly considering Sheridbn's (lank
movement a virtual defeat, these fellows made off with
all haste. Their disappearance has been considered a

tnyatory up to this time, the rebels themselves supposing
them captured entire.
The vigorous posh by the Ninth, 81xth and Twenty

fourth corps yesterday morning, penetrating and plero
^ log the rebel lines, caused another separation of thet

j forces, cutting off a second large body. Of the flight o

those we have aomo trace A portion of them startoi
for the Appomattox, and succeeded In croealng tha

r
atrr&m by means of a pontoon train at a point some tei

#
or fifteen miles above Petersburg, while the rest, beini

B
bard pressed, could not get across, and Ucd up the rive
on its southern bank. Hherldan la still pursuing an<

pushing them, capturing more prisoners at every step.
A third detachment, consisting of those who held, o

r sought to hold, the works Immediately In front of Peters
burg, escaped through that city.
The fourth detachment, those In the defences of Rich

mood, are also fugitives, It now being known that lha
pises Is evacuated.

W1TKIIK SiTI TflSY OOMrf
Thus we have the grand army reduced by its men]

' battles ead^yunpelgns to bat sixty or seventy-five thou

r
sand msnf^his number again reduced In the final sUUg

a gls to twenty or thirty thousand, or, including the Rlfch

k
mond detachment, not in the battle, to from twenty fin
to forty thousand; and these again separated by th<
chance* of battle Into four distinct squads, each sepa

B ralely pnt to flight aniLMpg vigorously pumuod. Thu
.

the rebel army of iMfEernVirginia Is in reality de
b strayed. The general direction sf the flight of esH

squad la towards the Danvillo Railroad. PrdbaNy the;
i have a plan of forming a junctllon at Appomaitos-etatloi

or BnrksvlUe. But the plaa will be frustrated. Neitbei
of the fragments will be permitted to belt at any poin

i long Enough for another to find It. They are on the run

fklrly pnt to flight, and Hherlds^y magnificent cavalry,
i with the elated, victorious Army of the Potomac, are

on their heels, picking up additional prisoner* by
i hundreds and tbousandaalmost at every torn. A more

complete destruction of an army was never known. Ever
Waterloo, when the facts are learned, will ha found na<

to aurpaaa it. The fugitive character of thla once mag
nlflcont irny la aUaated by the multltnda of Ua number
found in Peteraburg. hid away hi boon**, bnrne am

* other placet of concealment, anxious to give themaelvei
up aa prteonera rather than atand a long and hope Ion

purnult It ia further atteated by their leaving bebim
them their actlllery, tenia and all impnUmenta; and b;
the made Uned with their eaat off guna and accoutre
menu. Goodby to the rebel army of Northern Vlr
gtnln. It haa been a noble army, worthy of a bottw
eauae and a mure honorable death.

; the occrpino.i or mmiiifl.

When Ely's brigade entered the city daylight had nol
yet dawned. Seeing that the rebela would not fight, and
that but a scattered few remained In ffont of them, when
the outskirts of the town were reached the firing ceaaed,
and the troop* made a daah in, and captured the moet ol
the email akirmiah line that had been falling bark befon
them. They then had undisputed possession of the ity

j and at half-pant four o'clock Colonel Klv «o reported It U
General Wlllcoc. At that honr your correspondent rode in

r Tin inKoanm.

The atreeta at flrat seemed deecrted, but the cheeru ol
the excited anldlera, aa tliey marched through the town,
noon brought out swarms of negro**.men, women an<

, children.who mantfeated their gladness by every eon

r cetvable demoniitralton. Apron*, handkerchief*, sheets.
table clotha, anything Umt wu or ever bad been

white, were waved by thear overjoyed people, either an

tokens of amity and aubtniealon, or In welcome, It waa

, hard to determine which. They bowed and scraped,
danced, shouted and sung liymnv, swung their bata and
turban*, laughed and cried, and acted altogether very

j much like people craay with Joy "Breaa de good Jesus
do Yankee* hah come;" "Tank de Imrd you'a all here,"
"Breaa de lord, we'a been looktn' for you deea many
days;" "(Had to eee you all; we like you a heap better n

we duade r'bela" These and many similar expressions
met u* on all handa, while the friendly aatbtaiIon* and

greetings were no numerous that we wearied of returning
them. Ynnr correspond- ot, being the flrvt mounted
man In town, waa looked upon as some high
military dignity, and received moro than bli
share of thaee h<«g>itable demonstrations One old negro
woman inslKtod on klaaing my baud, while any number

, of mothera presented their bahlea for a distinguished
to'irh. It wa* somewhat embarrassing, as well as a little

annoying, to he compelled to explain at every atreot cor

ner that I waa no very gT'at (prsonage after all.
r»jrrt.r<TMa nr imtoont.as rantonran rims annuo*.

Entering at the upper end of the main afreet of the
town, I forced my way along a moat beautiful avenue,
lined nt llr'-t with elegant dwelling-, and lowerdown with
blocks of stores thai would not look tnran In Broadway,
to th Il'< hinond railroad <>| ot on the river, at the low -r

end of tho street Turning «» the right on Water street,
and goirg one block, I entered a street h ading to
the liver, across which a' this point warn a wagon
ami p isaengi r br hp- an1 the prnrtpel railroad brdge
The lai ei l ad l> o thfn< uglily dc-'foyed lie abut,men!- h id been blown do*n Willi po.'dcr, and thn au|s-r.
atroriura horned. The wooden iomm u«ei hrnl » huowl

I , J t /
V f f j

ajy.
i iwi

PRICE FOUR CENTS.

aa the Lower bridge, had evidently bom the kat uaed by
the rebeli, and waa bat juat fired. Presuming upon my
recognised authority aa an officer of high degree, I ant
the negroee off after the engtnee, and very aoon had a

flrat ctaaa fire brigade Improvlaed and at work extinguish
tag the flames. Tranaferring my authority to a white
man, who represented htmaelf to be a fireman and
seemed willing} to work, 1 left the ecene to make oilier
observations.

a HKlDOn soboottb*.

Just below this point wss another railroad bridge.a
temporary affair, built by the military authorities for oar
own accommodation.but as the track across It oommunicateawltb all the railroads centering in Petersburg, it
Is an Important structure for us. This bridge the rebels
had forgotten or neglected to destroy. It won Just sn
good as ever it was.

the Campbell sninan,
crossing the river at the upper end of the town, wan

wholly destroyed.
DmrnuicnoM on aaiuuun rsorsnrr.

Most of the railroad property In the city was destroyed.
The depots were not flred, but the roiling slock that
could not be got away was burned. How much destructionthis entailed in the limited time allotted me

I could not ascertain.
tobacco sonjrBD.

From many cltleens of the town I learned that the
dense volumes of smoke that have hnng over the city
since yesterday morning were caused by tho destruction
of tobacco stored here. It Is estimated that Ave thousandbocsbcads of the weed have been ooiisumcd. There
are til), however, large quantities remaining uninjured.

OOMKS4UBT l-TOKK-.

I was told that there were immense stores of all kinds
of provisions for tho army in tho city. These wore

stored In buildings in the heart of the city, tho destructionof which would have entailed the probable total destructionof tiro town, so that, on the protest of the
citizens, they were left unconsumed.

THE WORK or OCR SHRUB

I had much curios'ty to see the ofTe-t of the numerous

shelliugR to which tho town had been subjected, and rode
through that portion of the city most exposed. It was

certainly wonderful that so little damage had been done.
Nearly every other building in sumo localities had been

struck; but, with the exception of now and then u chimneyknocked down, or a hole through the building that a
few dollars would repair, the injuries were scarcely perceptible.I found the people living in tho exposed
localises, and was told that they had been there throughoutall the Beige, llul few people either had been killed

by the cannonading in the town. Some sad casus were

cited, but they numbered in all loss than u score.

TUB TOWN AUVK.

By six o'clock the town was quite awake and alive.
Troops were pouring in from all directions, shouting,
singing and cheering, but otherwise preserving the most

orderly and coinmemlahlo hearing. There was no strag
gling, no pillaging, no destruction of property or intru
sloti of private residences. Guards were stationed tli.rt.ly
in all directions with imperative ordeni to keep the soldiersout of all buildings, public or private, and protect
all property from destruction. The citizens were showingthemselves in large numbers upon the door Btops, In
the doors and at thu windows of the houses, ndicattng
that but few, if any, had run away, while mast or them
manifested in the expression of their faces u gladness at
our arrival. 'Wherever 1 conversed with any of them 1
fonnd the drat thought to be for something to oat. They
eeomoaui dc start cu out. wniio were waa piowy or rooo

for the army it had been carefully hoarded, and lh«
resident population left to ahlft for themselves aa boat

^ they could. Doubtless It waa on tliia account mora than

j any other that th y were ao pleased to see us, and ao

t ready to abundon the rebel cacao.
th* nc inichb siiikct.

i
On the main business etreeta there wiui every appear'

ranee of tiiiifl. Tliough the stores were not generally
opened at ao early an hour in tho morning, I noticed Itere
and thcro, where ahultera were down, considerable stocks
of goods, while all the buaiueaa portion of tho town bad
a commercial look.

v utn.

General Lee waa in Petersburg np to last night, super
intending the withdrawal of his troopa, but was careful

* not to say In what direction he was going. When asked
by some citizen* if thoy had better go to Richmond, he
told them that that would do no good, aa Richmond

7 waa also being evacuated. He aeknndrigrA hit ina/Uity
tn hold Virginia any longer, and seemed very much
depressod.

stmcral or mrvmui. a. r him..

» The funeral of G ncral A. P. Hill, who*e death I have
a mentioned, was alloudod with military honors just prervlous to the evacuation, General Ia n and other dlKtinsgulabed officers being present. He was buned in the
i- City Cemetery ou the day of hia death, th>- rlrcumatancee
1 not permitting the retention of hia remains longer.

Ir DiMtccnov or K«an.

1 All Hie ves.-K.ds in the river here, and some on lb*
r ways, said to have been intended for gunboats or riuna.
t were destroyed before the evacuation. At a very early
, hour this morning, Just before oug^ftjojjvndvanood on tho

city, wo were startled by several instinct explosions, so

violent aa fairly to shake the ground. These siploe.one
were supposed to be in Petersburg; but I have J"*
learned thai they were caused by the blowing up of the

l rebel vessels In the James, below Richmond Kverything,
t Therefore, ia destroyed, even to the rebellion, /am Dm.

The end la near at band. I ajn off for City Point, and
i most cloaa hastily.
I
, tut. »lwi ii tin ruini*

1 citt IHnirr, April 3.t A. M.
r I haw Juat arrived here from Pat .raburg, and bare had

the pleaeure «f giving the drat detailed new* from Peteraburfto the President, whom I met with Admiral Porter
r at General Grant's headquarter*.

niMuoairr liwli'i joma
When aaked whwe I came from, and replyinit Pturaburg,the Pre* drut very dryly aaked If i imw anybody

there I know. The joke mam Marrrly perceptible, bet
ellll, under the clrcuinitanree It will do.

a cowrnrr ana aumr.

Admiral Porter claim* Petenrirurg a* hie rle'lory. The l'rerldent aaked hira bow that could
be. "Why," Mid Portar, "my Monitor* op tbo
river tin other nl hi ecared the reb*la away.

1 DWut they tell you no In Prtemburgf" to me I nai

forced to reply that I hadn't heard exactly Hint remark.
' "Well," continued the Admiral, "Mr*. Grant *ay* I can

have Peteieborg fnr my etctery If I won't claim Richmond,and I think I had better accept the term*, or
^ Grant will have all the honor* " The PrrabWat vuggoaiedthat thoro wm glory enough for all. and rertainly

all *eetn to be full of It, from highest to to*cat, aa lb a

brief colloquy Indicated,
tint rt.awntwT Goran m mmrnamrrn.

The President I* juet etui ting on a ipecinl tram fnr
IVterrburg. lie cipecta U> urot liratit thrr>, hutMM
la wlili hiaarmy In purauttof lee, ami, though eagerly
and eurlunrly looked for by tho I'otaraburg people, ha
will not atop to almw hlmarlf any*here until ha baft
what la left of l.eo a army.

ma *i an Mnvinn tip Tint airier.

Admiral Torter haa ordered a-.eh of hia n «cla aa rata

go to fori thrlr way np to Rlrhmond and nprn the rlrrr.
Tbe Monitor* rnnnot go on account of the ahariowtieaa n|
the water, but fha double endpra will be able to get
through Th«re I* no doabt entertained here of tho
evacuation of Rlrhmond, thoagh no intelligence haa yet
lieon reielvtd from that direction.

nun.
Everybody here la rrnay over the ne* a of the mora

log Klaga are dtaplnyed everywhere, ami prcparallnoa
making for a grand aalute.

Mr. S. Cadwallailtr'i Oeepwlch.
Jaaaarr'a Uorrx, P«r»i ran, Va., \

April 3 ft A. M. J
m arttnarnan or prrrr ai ao.

Tha city of Petersburg la oura. Kly'a brigade of tho
Ninth army oorpoaro reported »a ihe Aral to haro enternl

the town. The civil antliorttira formally aiirrcmlrred it to

Rrigadlrr Coneral Edwarda, of the Sixth corpn, at a ituarter
poet alt A. M. Laa'a army was all wllhdmwn north

or the Appomattox during the afternoon and night of
yeelrrdny Ttie enemy burnrd and destroyed n few
atone during the night, but there waa no i oneral
or eholoMle deMrtirifcm of prt»i>erljr die ei liable either
before or > inrr our occupation ol the place. l!o ittoo flr 4
I.,i e.,mp», -tal'l a, hut*, Ae., imo.eiliatelv on the north

1 batik of the rurr, irontlug the dlty, and will proi«U>tr

CONTINUED OlTFIFTH FAO*


